
1665 Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / Sept. 25 

* White House correction. 

this struggle between moderation and extre-
mism. By working together, we will roll back 
this grave threat to our way of life, we will 
help the people of the Middle East claim 
their freedom, and we will leave a safer and 
more hopeful world for our children and 
grandchildren. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. on 
September 22 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on September 
23. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 22 but 
was embargoed for release until the broadcast. In 
his address, the President referred to President 
Jalal Talabani of Iraq; President Mahmoud Abbas 
(Abu Mazen) of the Palestinian Authority; Presi-
dent Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan; and President 
Pervez Musharraf of Pakistan. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Business Leaders on the U.S.- 
Lebanon Partnership Fund 
September 25, 2006 

I’ve just had a fascinating discussion with 
four business leaders and members of my ad-
ministration, all of whom are strategizing on 
how to help the good people of Lebanon re-
cover from the recent crisis. 

Our goal and our mission is to help Leba-
nese citizens and Lebanese businesses not 
only recover but to flourish, because we be-
lieve strongly in the concept of a democracy 
in Lebanon. Right from the beginning of the 
crisis, I had stated that our objective is to 
help the Siniora Government—the Siniora 
Government, which is a democratically elect-
ed government. And now we’ve got generous 
citizens of the United States, people who are 
very busy in their own right, who are willing 
to step forward and to strategize and raise 
monies to help people in Lebanon. 

And this is a very important mission for 
our country. It’s a public/private partnership. 
Our Federal Government has committed 
$250 million; OPEC, [OPIC] * under Chair-
man Mosbacher’s lead, has arranged financ-
ing. And now private-sector individuals and 

businesses will work together to send a clear 
message to the Lebanese people: We care 
about you; we want you to live in a free soci-
ety; we’ve got great hopes for you; we believe 
in your Prime Minister, Prime Minister 
Siniora; and we will back up our words with 
actions. 

So I appreciate John Chambers, who has 
taken the lead for this group, and I appre-
ciate you all taking time to go over to Leb-
anon and show the face of America. We’re 
a compassionate people; we care when peo-
ple suffer; and we care about the type of gov-
ernments that people live under. And we 
strongly support the young democracies in 
the Middle East; we support the democracy 
of Lebanon; we support the democracy of 
Iraq. And our dream is one day for there 
to be a Palestinian democracy living side by 
side in peace with Israel. 

Thank you all very much for your commit-
ment. May God bless the good people of 
Lebanon. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:38 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Prime Minister Fuad Siniora of 
Lebanon; and John T. Chambers, president and 
chief executive officer, Cisco Systems, Inc. 

Remarks Following a Tour of Meyer 
Tool, Inc., in Cincinnati, Ohio 
September 25, 2006 

I’ve come to this company because, first 
of all, I like to honor the entrepreneurial spir-
it. We’ve got a father and a son who are run-
ning this company and making sure of two 
things: One, they’re on the leading edge of 
technological change; and two, they got a 
workforce that is trained and prepared to be 
able to provide product. 

This is a company that has benefitted from 
the tax cuts. They’ve increased their employ-
ment by about 125 over the past 12 months. 
They’ve expanded because of the bonus de-
preciation schedule—in other words, the tax 
cuts encouraged them to buy equipment, and 
when you buy equipment, you expand your 
business. Plus, this is a company that bene-
fitted from the cut in the individual income 
tax rates—this is a subchapter S. 
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This economy of ours is strong. And one 
of the main reasons it’s strong is because of 
the tax cuts that we passed. And the funda-
mental question facing the country is, will 
we keep taxes low? Some have advocated that 
we ought to raise taxes on individuals, which 
would take money out of the pockets of this 
company. And if you take money out of the 
treasury of this company, it means it’s less 
likely somebody is going to find work. So I 
think we ought to keep taxes low so compa-
nies like this can continue to expand and 
grow. 

This is an important debate facing the 
United States of America. I believe that small 
businesses are the backbone to economic vi-
tality. I know that most new jobs are created 
by small businesses just like this one, and 
I know the tax cuts we passed have helped 
this small business expand. Congress needs 
to make the tax cuts we passed permanent 
so these entrepreneurs can plan. You hear 
people say, ‘‘Well, we’re not going to extend 
the tax cuts,’’ that means they’re going to 
raise taxes on the small business just like this 
one. And it’s bad economic policy, and it will 
be bad for our country. 

Anyway, I want to thank you all for letting 
us join you. I’m impressed by your company. 
I know your workforce is vibrant, growing, 
well-trained. I know you know that you 
couldn’t be doing what you’re doing without 
a good workforce. So I want to thank you 
for taking care of them as well. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:22 p.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Arlyn Easton, president 
and principal owner, and Beau Easton, director 
of continuous improvement, Meyer Tool, Inc. The 
Office of the Press Secretary also released a Span-
ish language transcript of these remarks. 

Remarks on Signing the Federal 
Funding Accountability and 
Transparency Act of 2006 
September 26, 2006 

The President. Thank you, and sit down. 
Please be seated—except for you all. [Laugh-
ter] Welcome. Every April, Americans sit 
down and fill out their tax returns, and they 
find out how much of their hard-earned 
money is coming here to Washington. Once 

the tax dollars arrive here, most Americans 
have little idea of where the money goes, and 
today our Government is taking steps to 
change that. We believed that the more we 
inform our American citizens, the better our 
Government will be. 

And so in a few moments, I’ll sign the Fed-
eral Funding Accountability and Trans-
parency Act of 2006. This bill is going to cre-
ate a web site that will list the Federal Gov-
ernment’s grants and contracts. It’s going to 
be a web site that the average citizen can 
access and use. It will allow Americans to 
log onto the Internet just to see how your 
money is being spent. This bill will increase 
accountability and reduce incentives for 
wasteful spending. I am proud to sign it into 
law, and I am proud to be with members 
of both political parties who worked hard to 
get this bill to my desk. 

This has been a good effort by concerned 
Members of the House and the Senate to 
say to the American people, ‘‘We want to 
earn your trust; when we spend your money, 
we want you to be able to watch us.’’ 

I want to thank Rob Portman, who is in 
my Cabinet—he’s the Director of the 
OMB—and my good friend Clay Johnson, is 
the Deputy Director, for insisting on ac-
countability when it comes to taxpayers’ 
money. I know this has been a particular 
project—a fond project of Clay, and I’m glad 
that Members of Congress got it here. 

I want to thank Susan Collins, who is the 
chairman of the Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs Committee. I want to 
thank the bill sponsors, Tom Coburn from 
Oklahoma, Tom Carper from Delaware, and 
Barack Obama from Illinois. 

I appreciate Roy Blunt, who is the majority 
whip. He’s a sponsor of the House com-
panion bill. I also want to thank Tom Davis, 
who is the chairman of the Government Re-
form Committee, as well as cosponsors of the 
bill, Jeb Hensarling and Randy Kuhl. 

You know, we spend a lot of time and a 
lot of effort collecting your money, and we 
should show the same amount of effort in 
reporting how we spend it. Every year, the 
Federal Government issues more than $400 
billion in grants and more than $300 billion 
in contracts to corporations, associations, and 
State and local governments. Taxpayers have 
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